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“The Sower,” by Vincent Van Gogh 

 
Please print this bulletin, (or see page 5 to show it on a split screen)  
so that you can more fully participate in Sunday worship. 
• The Zoom site will open to worshipers at 9:50 am, to give you opportunity to prepare for 10 am worship. 
• To dial in by phone, call: 1-646-558-8656.  When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 892501398. 
• To link by computer or smart phone, click on the link in the email invitation or at fccriveredge.org.  If necessary, 

download Zoom App. and enter the meeting ID listed above. 
All worshipers will be muted, whether you have entered worship by computer or call.   
 

 
THE APPROACH TO GOD 

 

PRELUDE                Procession and Pastorale                Richard E. Frey 
          
WELCOME (10:00 AM) 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth!   
Praise is due to you, O God, you who answer prayer!  
By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation. 
You visit the earth and water it,  
you greatly enrich it, softening it with showers, and blessing its growth.  
You crown the year with your bounty;  
the hills gird themselves with joy,  
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,  
the valleys deck themselves with grain.  
They shout and sing together for joy.    from Psalm 65 

  
HYMN  8 Praise to the Living God    DIADEMATA     
                            (stanzas 1, 2, 4)                                  

 THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
RIVER EDGE, NEW JERSEY  

SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2020 – 10:00 AM 
 
 

 
 

 

 
  
 
 

 

We seek to be a dynamic community of faith committed to spiritual 
growth, following Christ’s example and God’s Word . . . with diverse 
worship, education, mission and compassionate care for all. 

Prayer requests can be texted to Pastor Dennis at 201.390.5548 
 throughout Sunday morning, preferably prior to worship. 

Where possible, they will be incorporated into the Prayers of the 
People. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Loving God, Sower of grace, we admit to you that we are like stony fields,  
capable of growing goodness, but also prone to let goodness wither and weeds flourish. 
Your mercy has taken root in us, but we do not share enough of it. 
Your truth has shone on us, but we resist implementing it.   
Your love has brought us together, but we indulge the things that separate. 
Please rain your mercy upon us, shine your warmth and light into every dark place,  
bring forth in us the harvest that your glorious love has purposed for us.  
Let the furrows of our lives open to receive the seeds of your grace; 
Let our hearts become good, clean soil, 
  that we may yield truth, kindness, justice and joy in your world. 
In the name of Jesus, who planted and grew nothing but good seed, we pray… 

Silence for confession 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE       Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy)                                  Dinah Reindorf, Ghana 

   
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
                                                                    
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

   We’ll / Get through this / Together. 
 

SOLO  How Can I Say Thanks                  Andraé Crouch 
 

 THE WORD OF GOD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON           Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  God’s Confident Carelessness           The Rev. Dennis L. TeBeest 
 

    THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
SHARING OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS AND OUR OFFERINGS 

FCC members and friends are urged to continue giving and fulfilling pledges to FCC during this time,  
so that we do not fall further behind in our church budget: 
• Mail your checks to the church, 109 Continental Ave., River Edge, NJ 07661, or  
• click on EITHER “Donate” button on the fccriveredge.org homepage in order to contribute by credit 

card or PayPal account.   
• Offering - We are deeply grateful to those who have stepped forward to support our church in recent days.   

We need and appreciate every donation. Please consider joining our group of ‘prime movers,’ and giving the church 
an extra boost during this time of unusual challenges.  We need our church more than ever just now. 

OFFERTORY                                                           
DOXOLOGY                                                                            
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Accept our offering of praise and of ourselves, O God, along with our tithes and offerings.  
You have given us life and guidance for living.  You have made us partakers of your own 
Spirit.  May the ministry in which all of us have a share bear much fruit, bringing in an 
abundant harvest for your realm.   Amen. 

 

CALL TO PRAYER Come and Fill Our Hearts Jacques Berthier 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
   ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER (using “debts…debtors”) 

HYMN  425 For the Fruit of All Creation     AR HYD Y NOS 
   (see next page)  
BENEDICTION     
       
POSTLUDE                              Trumpet Jubilation              Richard E. Frey  
 

Stay for a 10-Minute Fellowship Time, if you wish.  After the postlude, those who wish to remain  
may unmute themselves and use their camera in order to greet one another. 

           
 Assisting God’s people in worship this morning are Pastor Dennis L. TeBeest, worship leader; 
Russell Van Wetering, lay reader; Bert Schmitt, soloist; Gene Hammerle, technician; and Gloria Norton, Minister of Music. 

 
Kyrie eleison by Dinah Reindorf.  Music © 1987.  Arrangement © 2001 Faith Alive Christian Resources.  Used by permission of OneLicense Publications #A-700435. 
Come and Fill Our Hearts text and music by Jacques Berthier, 1982, copyright  1991 Les Presses de Taize (GIA Publications, Inc. )  OneLicense A-700435 
 
How to show the bulletin and church service on the same screen.  

1. Download the bulletin using the link in the email, and open the downloaded file. 
2. In the window displaying the bulletin, use your mouse to move the window to one side of the screen; resize the width to take up 

only one-half the screen.  Also maximize the height of the window by dragging the top and bottom of the widow with your 
mouse up or down.  Minimize any tool bars to maximize the document display in the window.  

3. Return to the email and click on the Zoom link to open Zoom. 
4. Use your mouse to click on the Zoom window; drag it to the opposite side of the screen from the bulletin.  Center the Zoom 

window between the edge of the screen and the edge of the bulletin and also the top and bottom of the screen. 
5. When the FCCRE service starts use your mouse to adjust the Zoom window size and position, if necessary, to display the service 

and the bulletin side-by-side. 
6. During the service use your mouse to scroll the bulletin.  

Note: Individual steps may vary depending on whether you are using a PC or MAC, the browser used, and the email system used. 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF RIVER EDGE 

Prayer Concerns – July 12, 2020 
For Those with Health Needs 

Nancy Chiang, Claudia Drummond, Kirk Shuler, Joanne Hernandez, Joan Hammerle, Hilma Albrecht, 
Bob Drummond, Adamarie Kendall, Robert Metz, Laurie Morra, June Morris, Victor Babington Sr., 
Arlene Rudd, Richard Smith, Joanne Hernandez, Chris Egner, Diane Pra, Chet Price, Doris Price, Karnig 
Thomasian, Marie Herrick, June Seilheimer, Barbara Christiansen, Joan Sullivan, William Brewer, Rev. 
Muriel (Mimi) Hachfeld, Edwina Arena, Barbara Carr, Frank Mills, Karen Coffey, Michael Cirillo. 

 

For Those Homebound, in Assisted Living Residences or Nursing Homes 
Barbara Schmidli, Phyllis Malley, Joan Jones, William Spencer, Mildred Alderdice, Joan Sullivan.      

For Those Serving in the Military 
Michael Shuler, Michael Riabov and Bob Bailey 
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TWO NEW FCC SUMMER EVENTS…FOR YOU! 
 
FCC Summer Outdoor Bible Study and Prayer Group 

FCC is hosting an informal outdoor study/prayer group bi-weekly on Wednesday evenings, 7:00 pm, 
beginning July 15, in the church parking lot.  The study will deal with various topics of our Christian faith, 
and will be led by Education Team leader Beth Shuler, supported by Pastor Dennis.   

Our study for the first two sessions, 7/15 and 7/29, hits close to home: “Where Is God When Disaster 
Strikes?”  We will explore biblical teaching to look for new ways of seeing God in the midst of disasters, 
especially the Covid 19 pandemic, and will talk about spiritual practices that help us prepare and respond in 
difficult situations.   

To keep us all safe, we will practice social distancing and wear face coverings.  Please bring your 
own chair.  We will gather in the parking lot, near Borough Hall; in the event of rain, we will  meet in 
Pilgrim Hall.   

Interested?  Please RSVP by 7/14  to Beth Shuler at bethshuler7@gmail.com, so she can send you the 
participant handout prior to our first meeting.   If you don’t have e-mail you can call her at 201-247-2177.  
There is no cost for this study. 

We look forward to seeing you in person, as we come together to support one another and learn more 
about living our Christian faith.   
Beth & Pastor Dennis  
 
Virtual Bingo—Our First Game, Thursday, July 23 

Please join in some Fun, Fellowship and a little Fundraising, as we host our first FCC Virtual 
Bingo.  Let’s get the whole family and friends to sign up (look for email reservation details next week). Not 
only do we promise to have some family fun, you also win gift cards to a vendor of your choice! 
Here are the basics: 

• You must have a device to access ZOOM. You will be invited to Bingo when the game begins. 
• Register for bingo $10. You get 1 card.  2 cards $15, 4 cards for $20. That’s the maximum.   
• 3 games each night. Winners receive a gift card to a vendor of their choice.  
• All monies collected will be distributed:  50% to the church, 50% divided among the three 

winners. 
More details will be announced next week.  Meanwhile, put July 23, 7 pm, on your calendar, and call me 
with any questions.  Don’t like Bingo?  You can always send a donation! 
Hope to see you there. 
Frank Lento (201-906-7977) 
 

The coronavirus pandemic has unexpectedly prodded us at FCC into the world of video and audio 
broadcasting of our worship services.  We have entered that world rather effectively.  But, in order to 
continue to be able to live-broadcast worship when the sanctuary begins to reopen, we must make a 
significant, unanticipated capital investment in video and audio equipment.  Leadership Council has 
approved the installation of a basic system, with anticipated cost of $6-8,000.  We believe this to be a 
necessary investment, yet it stretches us well beyond our (deficit) budget, in a challenging financial 
time.  We have designated donations which will cover some of this cost, but might you know of resources 
that can help us fund this need? 

 

about:blank


7 
 

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 
109 Continental Avenue, River Edge, NJ  07661 

          Church Office:  (201) 261-1712 / office@fccriveredge.org  Website – www.fccriveredge.org 
 
 
 
 

  

THE CHURCH BUILDING IS NOT OPEN, BUT FCC IS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN MINISTRY!  
 IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE (201-261-1712) OR PASTOR DENNIS (201-390-5548)  

The Church Staff is working remotely, as well as in the office.  Staff may be reached by phone and email as listed 
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