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We are happy to gather in worship this morning! 

Whether you are joining worship in-person, or by Zoom broadcast, 

the First Congregational Church of River Edge welcomes visitors and members to the warmth of our community. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

   Invites the congregation to stand, as able. 

Bold Text is spoken in unison by the congregation. 

 

 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS are urged to arrive by 9:50 am,   

and the ZOOM SITE will open to worshipers at 9:50 am, to give you opportunity to prepare for 10 am worship. 

 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS are to wait to be seated and dismissed by ushers.  Masks must be worn whenever in the 

building.  Singing is allowed only for the designated soloist/song-leader. 

 ZOOM WORSHIPERS:   To link by computer or smart phone, click on the link in the email invitation or at 

fccriveredge.org.  By phone, call: 1-646-558-8656.  When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 892501398.   

All Zoom worshipers will be muted throughout the service, until a brief Zoom fellowship time, following the postlude.   
 

 

THE APPROACH TO GOD 
 

PRELUDE         Terra Beata…Ode to Joy…Hanover      arr. Robert A. Hobby 

     

WELCOME (10:00 AM) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Come, let us remember God’s presence with us. 

Let us give ear to all that God would teach us. 

Our ancestors have told us about God’s might. 

They have celebrated God’s wondrous deeds. 

In the wilderness of Sinai, God provided water. 

Through the sea, God provided safe passage. 

Yet the Israelites questioned God’s presence. 

They needed assurance amid their doubts. 

Our doubts can lead to honest searching. 

God welcomes questions that seek new truth. 

We want to see God’s larger picture. 

We are here to broaden the scope of our concern. 

 

HYMN 275                                                            Come Now, Almighty God                              ITALIAN HYMN

 (Stanzas 1, 3, 4)                                    Text by John Giardini 

 THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

RIVER EDGE, NEW JERSEY  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 – 10:00 AM 
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We seek to be a dynamic community of faith committed to spiritual 
growth, following Christ’s example and God’s Word . . . with diverse 
worship, education, mission and compassionate care for all.  
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

We fear to approach you with our confession, holy God, for you may require changes in us 

that are costly.  You ask us to have the mind of Christ, a mind free of pretense and self-

interest.  You challenge us to lay aside our advantages to go where you send us.  We fear loss 

of security if we are obedient.  It is hard to see ourselves as exploiters when we pursue 

advantages for our families.  It is difficult to consider others when we feel like victims.  We 

confess our need for you and our desire to find your purpose for us.  Amen. 
Silence for confession 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy)                                      Dinah 

Reindorf, Ghana 

   
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
                                                                    

   PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

   We’ll / Get through this / Together. 
 

DUET       Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness                         James K. Manley 

 

 THE WORD OF GOD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON           Matthew 21:23-32 
23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he was 

teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus 

answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what 

authority I do these things. 25 The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they 

discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 

him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27 So 

they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 

things. “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 

vineyard today.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to 

the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his 

father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go 

into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe 

him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not 

afterward change your minds and believe him. 

 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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SERMON           The Authority Vested in You           The Rev. Cheryl Daniel 

     

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

SHARING OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS AND OUR OFFERINGS 

FCC members and friends are urged to continue giving and fulfilling pledges to FCC during this time,  

when we have lost many of the sources of funding for our church budget: 

 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS:  Drop your offerings in the Narthex basket, as you depart at the conclusion of 

worship. 

 Mail your checks to the church, 109 Continental Ave., River Edge, NJ 07661.  

 click on EITHER “Donate” button on the fccriveredge.org homepage in order to contribute by credit 

card or PayPal account.   

We are deeply grateful to those who have stepped forward to support our church in these challenging months.   

We need and appreciate every donation. Please consider joining our group of ‘prime movers,’ and giving the church an 

extra boost during this time of unusual challenges.  We need our church more than ever just now. 

      OFFERTORY               

   DOXOLOGY                                                                            

   PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

We empty our pockets, trusting you, O God.  We empty our selfish ambitions, believing 

that the common good is of greater concern.  We give because you have richly blessed us.  

We present ourselves in your service because you have gifted us in so many ways.  We 

reach out helping hands because we care about all those you have called us to love.  May 

every tongue confessing Christ as Savior share in that mind which so powerfully 

demonstrates your love.  Amen.  

CALL TO PRAYER Come and Fill Our Hearts Jacques Berthier  

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

   ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER (using “debts…debtors”) 

HYMN  630 Fairest Lord Jesus               CRUSADERS’ HYMN 

  (Stanzas 1, 3, 4)                                       Text: Münster Gesangbuch 
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BENEDICTION         

   

POSTLUDE                                  Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart                               arr. Robert A. Hobby    

            

IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS remain seated until the postlude is ended. 

At the conclusion of the service there will be a brief fellowship time for ZOOM WORSHIPERS. 
 

Assisting God’s people in worship this morning are Pastor Cheryl Daniel, worship leader; 

Bob Wieboldt, lay reader, Victor and Anabelle Babington, duet; Gene Hammerle, technician; 

 and Gloria Norton, Minister of Music. 

 

We welcome as our guest preacher this morning, the Rev. Cheryl A. Daniel. 

Rev. Daniel is a native of Paterson, NJ,  and serves the Reformed Church in America as Associate Pastor of Faith Chapel 

Reformed Church in Paterson.  Cheryl was called to the Gospel ministry in 2005 and has served the body of Christ as a 

youth minister, worship leader, preacher and teacher.    

 

GREETER – Russell Van Wetering 

USHERS – Janet Arena, Don Huggett, Bill Hamilton 
 

Kyrie eleison by Dinah Reindorf.  Music © 1987.  Arrangement © 2001 Faith Alive Christian Resources.  Used by permission of OneLicense Publications  
#A-700435. 

Come and Fill Our Hearts text and music by Jacques Berthier, 1982, copyright  1991 Les Presses de Taize (GIA Publications, Inc. )  OneLicense A-700435 

 

 
 

A live Zoom cooking lesson lead by Member Tom DeVincenzo - October 3, 6:00 pm 
 

Please join us for a fun filled evening as we enjoy live cooking, cocktails and delicious food!   

To join by computer (or smart phone):  Go to:  https://zoom.us/j/892501398 and follow the prompts 

to get Zoom (Meeting ID:  892501398). 

EASY, CREAMY PASTA 
EQUIPMENT 

 Dutch oven or other large pot 

 Pasta pot 

 Cooking spoon 

 Glass of wine or other favorite beverage(s) of choice! 
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INGREDIENTS 

 

This is for 1 lb of pasta.  If you're making 1.5 or 2 lbs (like we always do :), feel free to double up the amounts of cheddar, spinach, 

shallot and seasoning in the recipe.  I will typically stick with 1 lb of ground beef though, but feel free to add more of that as well. 

 1 lb ground beef        

 3 cloves garlic, chopped or minced 

 28 oz crushed tomatoes (canned is fine) 

 15 oz tomato sauce canned (only if you're making more than a pound of pasta but not more than 2) 

 1/2 cup cheddar cheese (shredded) 

 1/2 lb spinach 

 1 shallot, minced 

 ⅛ tsp crushed red pepper, OPTIONAL (or more if you like it more on the spicy side) 

 1 lb penne rigate (or rigatoni if you prefer) 

 

SEASONING 

 2 tsp onion powder 

 1 tsp garlic powder 

 1/2 tsp flour (all-purpose) 

 1/2 tsp smoked paprika 

 1/2 tsp chili powder 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Heat a pot of salted water until boiling. 

2. While the water boils, heat 1 tbsp of olive oil and add the ground beef. Season with salt and pepper.  Cook, mixing frequently 

for about 2-3 minutes then add the garlic.  Cook meat until browned (about 5-6 minutes total). Remove meat from pot and 

set aside in a bowl. 

3. In the same pan, add the remaining 1 tbsp of olive oil and heat. Once heated, add the shallot and spice blend. Cook until 

fragrant (about 1 minute). 

4. Add as much of the red pepper flakes as you'd like. Cook for 30 seconds. 

5. Add the crushed tomatoes (and tomato sauce if you're making more than a pound of pasta) and add the cooked ground 

beef into the pan. Cook for about 8-10 minutes (or until you reach your desired consistency). 

6. While the sauce cooks, add the pasta to the boiling water, cook until al dente (follow the instructions on your pasta). Save 2-

3 cups of the water you used to cook the pasta and set both aside. 

7. Turn off the heat in the pan and add the cheese. Mix all together. 

8. Add the spinach by working in batches. Slowly add as much of the reserved water little by little with each batch of spinach 

until the spinach is wilted. 

9. Once all the spinach is mixed in, add the pasta. Turn to medium heat and cook for 2-3 minutes until all mixed together and  

In-Person Worship at FCC 
As we re-enter our FCC Sanctuary for prayer and worship, we also want safety and comfort to be assured for all who 

choose to gather in-person.  Here is our guidance for in-building worshipers: 

Please register, if you wish to attend Sunday Worship in-person.  At fccriveredge.org, or in the weekly E-mail Call 

to Worship, click on the Reopen.Church link.  It will send you to a page where you simply need to enter your 

name, your email address, and the number who will be attending in your family unit.  Attendance is currently 

capped at 34 persons.  Please register by 8:00 am, Sunday.  Should you not have internet access, call the church 

office (201.261.1712) by noon on Friday, and we will register you. 
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The Pumpkins Are Coming!  The Patch is Happening! 
   
 

PUMPKIN DELIVERY   Saturday, October 10th  

  ALL pumpkins will be in bins   The bins will be placed here and there on the church lawn by forklift.  

We need your help, -to take pumpkins out from bins, and place them in rows on the lawn on 
Oct. 10th Afternoon.  
 
You can sign up to help on Oct. 10th in one of following ways 

- Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0449ACAC2BA7FE3-pumpkin2 

- Email  office@fccriveredge.org with subject line  Pumpkin Passing  

- Paper sign-up list in entryway of church (you do not have to go inside!) 
 

PLEASE NOTE: As State of NJ commands, gloves, masks, as much social distancing as possible required 

STAFFING THE PATCH  

We need your help staffing the Patch! 

Open daily from 12:00 noon until 6:00 pm Oct. 10th through Oct. 31st  
 
Please sign up for times to Staff the Patch by: 

- On line at  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0449ACAC2BA7FE3-pumpkin1   

- By Email office@fccriveredge.org with subject line Patch Staffing 

- On Paper sign-up in the church entryway, but then at the Patch once it is opened 
 
As State of NJ requires, volunteers will need gloves, masks, as much social distancing as possible 
 
Questions?  Contact Helen Koons helenknkk@aol.com  or 201-261-4824. 

 

PLEASE SIGN UP TO HELP! 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF RIVER EDGE 
Prayer Concerns – September 27, 2020 

 
Prayers for Those with Health Needs 

Joan Jones, Arlene Rudd, Claudia Drummond, Chet Price, Kurt Shuler, Alice, Joanne Hernandez, Hilma 

Albrecht, Bob Drummond, Adamarie Kendall, Robert Metz, June Morris, Victor Babington Sr., Richard 

Smith, Chris Egner, Diane Pra, Doris Price, Karnig Thomasian, June Seilheimer, Barbara Christiansen, 

Joan Sullivan, William Brewer, Rev. Muriel (Mimi) Hachfeld, Edwina Arena, Barbara Carr, Frank Mills, 

Karen Coffey, Peter Armstrong, Nelly Novarro, John Keanna 

 

Those Homebound, in Assisted Living Residences or Nursing Homes 

Barbara Schmidli, Phyllis Malley, Joan Jones, William Spencer, Mildred Alderdice, Joan Sullivan.      

Serving in the Military 

Michael Shuler, Michael Riabov and Bob Bailey 

 

CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 

109 Continental Avenue, River Edge, NJ  07661 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office:  (201) 261-1712 / office@fccriveredge.org  Website – www.fccriveredge.org 

 

ALTHOUGH THE CHURCH BUILDING HAS LIMITED ACCESS, FCC IS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN MINISTRY!  IF YOU WISH TO ENTER THE 

BUILDING, YOU MUST WEAR A MASK…AND ARE ENCOURAGED TO CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE, TO INFORM OF YOUR INTENTION. The 

Church Staff is working remotely, as well as in the office on a limited basis.   

Staff may be reached by phone and email as listed below. 

 


