THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

RIVER EDGE, NEW JERSEY
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 – 10:00 AM
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship this morning. If you are at home,
have a bread or similar item…and grape juice, wine or similar fruit juice with
you as we partake of the elements. In the sanctuary, the elements are in a single
container at your seat. Instructions will be given on how to open them.
We are happy to gather in worship this morning!
Whether you are joining worship in-person, or by Zoom broadcast,
the First Congregational Church of River Edge welcomes visitors and members to the warmth of our community.
ALL ARE WELCOME!





 Invites the congregation to stand, as able.
Bold Text is spoken in unison by the congregation.
IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS are urged to arrive by 9:50 am,
and the ZOOM SITE will open to worshipers at 9:50 am, to give you opportunity to prepare for 10 am worship.
IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS are to wait to be seated and dismissed by ushers. Masks must be worn whenever in the
building. Singing is allowed only for the designated soloist/song-leader.
ZOOM WORSHIPERS: To link by computer or smart phone, click on the link in the email invitation or at
fccriveredge.org. By phone, call: 1-646-558-8656. When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 892501398.
All Zoom worshipers will be muted throughout the service, until a brief Zoom fellowship time, following the postlude.

Prayer requests can be texted to Pastor Dennis at 201.390.5548
throughout Sunday morning, preferably prior to worship.
Where possible, they will be incorporated into the Prayers of the People.

PRELUDE

THE APPROACH TO GOD
Chorale
Aria
Adoration

WELCOME (10:00 AM)
CALL TO WORSHIP
Tell the whole congregation of God’s people:
This is a day for new beginnings.
This is a time of God’s appearing.
This is the moment for faithful response.
Praise God in the assembly of the faithful.
Make melody to God and sing a new song.
Praise God for life enriched by love.
Praise God for love that fulfills God’s law.
This is the hour to wake from our sleep.
The energy of God’s love fills this place.
Here we claim our identity as Christians.
Here we become the church of Jesus Christ.
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Fanny Hensel Mendelssohn
Elizabeth Turner
Florence Price

HYMN 8

Praise to the Living God

DIADEMATA
Text by Curtis Beach

Praise to the living God, the God of love and light,
Whose word brought forth the myriad suns and set the worlds in flight;
Whose infinite design, which we but dimly see,
Pervades all nature, making all a cosmic unity.
Praise to the living God, who knows our joy and pain,
Who shares with us our common life, the sacred and profane.
God toils where’er we toil, in home and mart and mill;
And deep within the human heart God leads us forward still.
Praise to the living God, around, within, above,
Beyond the grasp of human mind, but whom we know as love.
In these tumultuous days, so full of hope and strife,
May we bear witness to the Way, O Source and Goal of life.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, we have not been faithful to your commands. We have been more ready to
condemn than to console, more eager to justify ourselves than to work for understanding.
We feed the flames of dissent instead of welcoming the freeing power of forgiveness. We
gather as two or three, not to welcome your presence but to gossip about those who are
absent. Our sins are destroying us, God. Turn us around to a new way of being. Amen.
Silence for confession
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy)

Dinah Reindorf, Ghana

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
 PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

 We’ll / Get through this / Together.

SOLO

How Big Is God

Stuart Hamblen

THE WORD OF GOD IN PROCLAMATION AND SACRAMENT
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON

Exodus 12:1-14

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your
year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family,
one for each household. 4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest
neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed
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in accordance with what each person will eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and
you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the
members of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to take some of the blood and put
it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the
meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw or boiled
in water, but roast it over a fire—with the head, legs and internal organs. 10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if
some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your
sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’s Passover.
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“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and animals, and I
will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where
you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.
14
“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to
the LORD—a lasting ordinance.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Like a Lamb to our Labors

The Rev. Dennis L. TeBeest

SHARING OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS AND OUR OFFERINGS
Please continue giving and fulfilling pledges to FCC; our church budget has lost many of the sources of funding.
 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS: Drop offerings in the Narthex basket, as you depart at the conclusion of worship.
 Mail your checks to the church, 109 Continental Ave., River Edge, NJ 07661.
 click on EITHER “Donate” button on the fccriveredge.org homepage in order to contribute by credit
card or PayPal account.
We are deeply grateful to those who have stepped forward to support our church in these challenging months.
We need and appreciate every donation. Please consider joining our group of ‘prime movers,’ and giving the
church an extra boost during this time of unusual challenges. We need our church more than ever just now.

OFFERTORY
 DOXOLOGY
 PRAYER OF DEDICATION
May these offerings help to free your people, O God, from bondage to sin. Unite us in a
community of mutual caring in which differences are resolved as we listen to one
another and seek to offer understanding. May the light of your love shine through all
our efforts to share your good news. Keep us in the light when we are tempted to ignore
and violate your commandments. With these prayers, we dedicate our gifts. Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION
THE INVITATION
THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to God Most High.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
(Communion Prayer)

SANCTUS

LAND OF REST
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(The prayer continues, including intercessions.)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE COMMUNION
All Christians who wish to know the presence of Christ and to share in the community of God’s people
are invited to receive the sacrament of communion. Baptized children are welcome at the Lord’s Supper,
at the discretion of their parent/guardian.

At-home worshipers:
Have bread, or a similar food item, available, as well as grape juice, wine…or a similar fruit juice.
Partake of the elements available to you, or raise your empty hands toward your mouth
in a “Communion of Empty Hands,” as if you were receiving the bread and the cup.

In-Person worshipers:
Both elements are in a single container at your seat. For the wafer, open the top, cellophane seal; for the juice, open the
secondary, foil seal. Gluten-free options are available by signaling an usher.

THE RESPONSE TO GOD
HYMN 337

Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether
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UNION SEMINARY
Percy Dearmer

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Postlude in f minor

Luise Adolpha LeBeau

IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS remain seated until the postlude is ended.
At the conclusion of the service there will be a brief fellowship time for ZOOM WORSHIPERS.
Assisting God’s people in worship this morning are Pastor Dennis L. TeBeest, worship leader; Cindy Fordham,
lay reader; Bert Schmitt, soloist; Gene Hammerle, technician; and Gloria Norton, Minister of Music.

GREETER - Russell Van Wetering
USHERS - Janet Arena, Betty Hogan, Janet Masiello, Bill Hamilton
Kyrie Eleison copyright 1987 Dinah Reindorf OneLicense A-700435

In-Person Worship at FCC
As we re-enter our FCC Sanctuary for prayer and worship, we also want safety and comfort to be assured for
all who choose to gather in-person. Here is our guidance for in-building worshipers:
1. Please register, if you wish to attend Sunday Worship in-person. At fccriveredge.org, or in the weekly
E-mail Call to Worship, click on the Reopen.Church link. It will send you to a page where you simply
need to enter your name, your email address, and the number who will be attending in your family unit.
Attendance is currently capped at 34 persons. Please register by 8:00 am, Sunday. Should you not
have internet access, call the church office (201.261.1712) by noon on Friday, and we will register you.
2. Please arrive on Sunday morning between 9:40 and 9:55 am. The prelude begins by 9:55 and we wish
all to be seated by that time.
3. After parking, maintain social distancing on the entry sidewalk.
4. You will be met at the Entryway door by a Greeter, who will welcome you, assure your good health,
that you are wearing a mask and that you use the hand sanitizer stations.
5. You will proceed through the Entryway into the Sanctuary Narthex, where an Usher will guide you to
your seat in the sanctuary. Seating will occur in 20 marked stations. Please follow the ushers’ guidance;
worshipers will not be able to choose their own seats.
6. Only family units (maximum 4 persons) will be allowed to share a seating station.
7. Masks must be worn the entire time of being inside the FCC facilities.
8. Bulletins (2) will be waiting for you at your seat.
9. Singing will not be allowed. Only the assigned song leader in the choir loft will sing. You may enjoy
the soloist and follow the hymn lyrics in your bulletin. 😊
10. At the conclusion of the service, please remain seated until an usher releases you. Please take your
bulletin(s) home with you. Proceed directly outdoors, through the Narthex and Entryway. If you wish,
you may, at social distance, engage in conversation on the church lawn, before returning to your car.
11. There will be an Offertory in the worship service, but tithes, gifts and offerings will not be gathered at
that time. There will be a collection basket at the Narthex, into which you may drop your offering as
you depart the sanctuary.
 Please use restrooms only in instances of strong need. Wipe down all touched surfaces (wipes will be
available) upon leaving the restroom.
 ***On Communion Sundays, there will be pre-packaged communion elements at your seating station
(inform an usher as you enter, if you wish a gluten-free option).
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FCC Summer Outdoor Bible Study and Prayer Group
FCC hosts an informal outdoor study/prayer group bi-weekly on Wednesday evenings, 6:30 pm (please note
new time). Our next gathering will be on September 16, in the church parking lot. The study deals with “Gratitude
as a Spiritual Discipline.” Prayers of thankfulness help us notice God’s abundant gifts. Thankfulness is a wonderful
companion to other forms of prayer, and it brings balance to our prayers. In thanking God, we grow closer in
intimacy with God.
Interested? If you are coming, please RSVP to Beth Shuler at bethshuler7@gmail.com, so she can send you
the participant handout for this new study prior to our meeting. If you don’t have e-mail you can call her at 201-2472177. There is no cost for this study.
To keep us all safe, we practice social distancing and wear face coverings. We gather in the parking lot, near
Borough Hall; in the event of rain, we will meet in Pilgrim Hall. Please bring your own chair.
We look forward to seeing you in person, as we come together to support one another and learn more about
living our Christian faith.
Beth & Pastor Dennis

The Education team has created a safe space for our children to continue their faith journey in-person with their
classmates and teachers. This will include a new gathering space and a new curriculum in order to keep our group
together with limited access to other parts of the building. All this information along with safety guidelines and
new check-in and out procedures has been included in the registration packets emailed to all church school
families. You may also see them in the September Congregator or the FCC website. FCC will be welcoming the
children back on Sunday September 20, 2020. Our teachers will be Commissioned on our first Family Worship
service (date TBD.)

Save the Date: October 3, 6:00 pm
A live Zoom cooking lesson lead by Member Tom DeVincenzo.

Tom has graciously agreed to lend his time and skills to lead our members and friends
through a live cooking lesson as he prepares and cooks dinner, as our members and
friends prepare and cook “alongside” Tom. Please join us for a fun filled evening as we enjoy live cooking,
cocktails and delicious food! Details of menu/ingredients needed, etc. to follow.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF RIVER EDGE
Prayer Concerns – September 6, 2020
Prayers for Those with Health Needs
Nancy Chiang, Arlene Rudd, Claudia Drummond, Chet Price, Kurt Shuler, Alice Rushforth, Joanne
Hernandez, Hilma Albrecht, Joan Hammerle, Bob Drummond, Adamarie Kendall, Robert Metz, June
Morris, Victor Babington Sr., Richard Smith, Chris Egner, Diane Pra, Doris Price, Karnig Thomasian,
June Seilheimer, Barbara Christiansen, Joan Sullivan, William Brewer, Rev. Muriel (Mimi) Hachfeld,
Edwina Arena, Barbara Carr, Frank Mills, Karen Coffey, Peter Armstrong, Nelly Novarro.
Those Homebound, in Assisted Living Residences or Nursing Homes
Barbara Schmidli, Phyllis Malley, Joan Jones, William Spencer, Mildred Alderdice, Joan Sullivan.
Serving in the Military
Michael Shuler, Michael Riabov and Bob Bailey
CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION
109 Continental Avenue, River Edge, NJ 07661
ALTHOUGH THE CHURCH BUILDING HAS LIMITED ACCESS, FCC IS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN MINISTRY! IF YOU WISH TO ENTER THE
BUILDING, YOU MUST WEAR A MASK…AND ARE ENCOURAGED TO CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE, TO INFORM OF YOUR INTENTION.

The Church Staff is working remotely, as well as in the office on a limited basis.
Staff may be reached by phone and email as listed below.
Church Office: (201) 261-1712 / office@fccriveredge.org
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Website – www.fccriveredge.org

