FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
RIVER EDGE, NEW JERSEY

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021
We seek to be a dynamic community of faith committed to spiritual growth,
following Christ’s example and _____
God’s Word . . . with diverse worship,
education, mission and compassionate care for all.
We are happy to gather in worship this morning! Whether you are joining worship in-person, or by Zoom broadcast,
the First Congregational Church of River Edge welcomes visitors and members to the warmth of our community.
ALL ARE WELCOME!
 Invites the congregation to stand, as able. Bold Text is spoken in unison by the congregation.
 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS are urged to arrive by 9:55 am, and the ZOOM SITE will open to worshipers at 9:50 am, to give you



opportunity to prepare for 10 am worship.
IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS are to wait to be seated and dismissed by ushers. Masks must be worn whenever in the building.
Singing is allowed only for the designated soloist/song-leader.
ZOOM WORSHIPERS: To link by computer or smart phone, click on the link in the email invitation or at fccriveredge.org. By
phone, call: 1-646-558-8656. When prompted, enter meeting ID: 892501398. All Zoom worshipers will be muted throughout the
service, until a brief Zoom fellowship time, following the postlude.

Prayer requests can be texted to Pastor Dennis at 201.390.5548 throughout Sunday morning, preferably prior to
worship. Where possible, they will be incorporated into the Prayers of the People.

BELL PRELUDE

COME TO GOD
Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer
Be Thou My Vision

arr. Joel Raney
arr. Joel Raney

WELCOME (10:00 AM)
CALL TO WORSHIP
Lord, I give myself to you.
I trust you, God; do not fail me, nor let my enemies gloat.
Teach me how to live, Lord show me the way.
Steer me toward your truth, you, my saving God, you, my constant hope.
Recall your tenderness, your lasting love.
Remember me, not my faults.
To show your own goodness, God, remember me.
Good and just is the Lord, guiding those who stray.
God’s ways are faithful love for those who keep the covenant.
Be true to your name, O Lord.
HYMN OF PRAISE 439
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing,
Our present help amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe does seek to work us woe
with craft and power great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth without an equal.
Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,
But there is one who takes our side, the One of God’s own choosing.
You ask who that may be? Christ Jesus sets us free!
With mighty power to save, victorious o’er the grave, Christ will prevail triumphant.
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from Psalm 25 (ICEL)
EIN’ FESTE BURG

That word beyond all earthly powers forever is abiding;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours, for Christ is with us siding.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
the body they may kill; God’s truth shall triumph still; God’s reign endures forever.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (responsively)
Before you, Jesus Christ, we admit how and where we have underestimated our influence,
letting our words or silences hurt, abusing trust, betraying confidences.
We admit how and where we have made a show of our religion,
attracting more attention to us, and less to you.
We admit to where in our lives a vague interest has become a dangerous passion,
and we are not sure what to do or whether we are still in control.
Lord Jesus Christ,
if we have looked or longed for an easier gospel, a lighter cross, a less demanding savior,
then turn our eyes and avert our longing from what we want to choose to the one who has chosen us.
Forgive our unfaithfulness, and, for our better living,
give us not the remedy we desire tomorrow, but the grace you offer today.
We ask this for your love’s sake.
Silence for personal confession

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Take, O Take Me As I Am

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
 PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Worshipers offer a sign of peace to one another.

 We’ll / Get through this / Together.
BELL ANTHEM

The Solid Rock

arr. Joel Raney

LISTEN FOR GOD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
THE FIRST TESTAMENT LESSON
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Genesis 9:8-17
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THE GOSPEL LESSON
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Mark 1:9-15

Out of the Water, Into the Wild

The Rev. Dennis TeBeest

RESPOND TO GOD
SHARING OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS, AND OUR OFFERINGS
FCC members and friends are urged to continue giving and fulfilling pledges to FCC during this time,
when we have lost many of the sources of funding for our church budget:
 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS: Place offerings in the Narthex basket, as you depart after the postlude.
 Mail your checks to the church, 109 Continental Ave., River Edge, NJ 07661.
 click on the “Donate” button at fccriveredge.org to contribute by credit card or PayPal account.

Offertory
Thy Mercy Flows
Wes Sutton
 Doxology
 Unison Prayer of Dedication
Thank you, God, for the signs and wonders that reveal your presence. Use our offerings and our lives
to bring a realization of your reign among us. May we be humble and faithful as we seek to lead
others into covenant community. Amen.
CALL TO PRAYER

RECREATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
...ending with THE LORD'S PRAYER

(using "debts... debtors")

HYMN 205
Forty Days and Forty Nights
Forty days and nights you were fasting in the wild;
Forty days and forty nights tempted, and yet undefiled.
Shall we not your sorrow share and from worldly joys abstain,
Fasting with unceasing prayer, strong with you to suffer pain?
So shall we have peace divine: holier gladness ours shall be;
Round us, too, shall angels shine, such as served you faithfully.
Keep, O keep us, Savior dear, ever constant by your side;
That with you we may appear at the eternal Easter tide.
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HEINLEIN

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Carillon

Gordon Young

In-person worshipers remain seated until the postlude is ended.
At the conclusion of the service there will be a brief fellowship time for Zoom worshipers.
Assisting God’s people in worship this morning are the Rev. Dennis TeBeest, worship leader;
Bert Schmitt, lay reader; Gene Hammerle and Fred Miller, technicians; Kathleen Motoike, singer;
the Chancel Choir and Pilgrim Ringers, under the direction of Gloria Norton, Minister of Music;
Russell Van Wetering, greeter; Wayne Placek, Tom Rushforth, Jeff Keehn, ushers.
Take, O Take Me As I Am text and music by John Bell, copyright 1995 WGRG the Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by
permission OneLicense #A-700435.
Come Away with Me words by Mary Nelson Keithahn and music by John D. Horman. Copyright 1997 Abingdon Press (The Copyright
Co., Nashville TN). Used by permission OneLicense #A-700435

Church School Happenings… Our church school program is up and running!
The PreK-5th grade class is meeting in person each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. using our new One Room Sunday
School curriculum. The Pre-Confirmation class meets in a combination of in-person classes and Zoom worship
attendance along with community service hours. They are studying the New Testament this year.

Lent to Us, 2021
Tuesdays (six weeks, beginning 2/23), 4:00 – 5:00 pm: BIBLE STUDY - From Widows to
Warriors. We take a deeper and broader look at forty women of the Old Testament. Guided by Lynn
Japinga’s book, we encounter a wealth of foremothers in the faith in all their messy, yet redeemable,
humanity. A sign-up sheet and books are available in the Commons, or by calling the church office.
At this time the class will be by Zoom only.
For too long, women of the
Bible have been depicted in
For February 23, read
one dimensional terms. There
the Introduction, and
are saints, such as Mary, and
these stories (along
there are “bad girls,” such as
Eve and Jezebel. Just as
with their scriptures) in
often, the female characters of
chapter 1:
the Bible are simply ignored.
 Eve (pp. 7-12)
However, the women of the
 Sarah & Hagar (pp.12-17)
Bible are complex,
 Rebekah (pp. 21-25)
multidimensional individuals
 Rachel & Leah (pp. 25-29)
whose lives are inspiring,
funny, and tragic in ways too
many of us never hear.
Tuesdays (2/23-3/30), 6:00-6:20 pm: VESPERS PRAYER & COMMUNION -- A simple and
quiet Zoom service of scripture, Lord’s Supper and guided prayer. Join in; make space for God!
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Dinner for Neighbors in Need – Friday Feb. 26th
Please help us feed 150+ families and individuals who are struggling through these
challenging times. Can you help with the donations below, bringing them to church
before/after service today, or on Tues. Feb. 23rd, or Wed. Feb. 24th?
Apples, or clementine/oranges
Salad greens
Grape tomatoes
Dinner Rolls
Bottled water (16.9 oz)
Please email Helen (helenknkk@aol.com) or text (201-961-2350) or call Anne at the church
(201)261-1712 if you plan to donate, so we can coordinate. THANK YOU!
Life of Our Church This Week
Sunday, February 21, 2021
9:55 am
Worship Service/Rev. Dennis TeBeest
10:00 am
Church School-Pilgrim Hall
10:00 am
Pre-Confirmation Class
11:00 am
Annual Congregational Meeting
Tuesday, February 23, 2021
4:00 pm
Bible Study by Zoom
6:00 pm
Vespers and Communion by Zoom
7:00 pm
Mission Team

Thursday, February 25, 2021
10:00 am
Staff Meeting
7:30 pm
Pilgrim Ringers
Friday, February 26, 2021
Dinner for Neighbors in Need
Sunday, February 28, 2021
9:55 am
Worship Service /Rev. Dennis TeBeest
10:00 am
Church School-Pilgrim Hall
10:00 am
Pre-Confirmation Class

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF RIVER EDGE
Prayer Concerns – February 21, 2021
Prayers for Those with Health Needs
Jean Babington, Barbara Christiansen, Joan Hammerle, Dona Berg, Bob Wieboldt, Judi-Lee Schmitt, Joe
Corona, Alec Cameron, Jr., Adamarie Kendall, Arlene Rudd, Chet Price, Victor Babington Sr., Kathy
Caughlan, Richard Smith, Chris Egner, Diane Pra, Doris Price, June Seilheimer, Joan Sullivan, Judy
Macht, Rev. Muriel (Mimi) Hachfeld, Edwina Arena, Barbara Carr, Peter Armstrong, Nelly Novarro.
Those Homebound, in Assisted Living Residences or Nursing Homes
Hilma Albrecht, Barbara Schmidli, Phyllis Malley, William Spencer, Mildred Alderdice, Joan
Sullivan.
Serving in the Military
Michael Shuler, Michael Riabov and Bob Bailey
CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION
109 Continental Avenue, River Edge, NJ 07661 / (201) 261-1712 / office@fccriveredge.org
Website – fww.fccriveredge.org
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