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We are happy to gather in worship this morning!  Whether you are joining worship in-person, or by Zoom broadcast, the 

First Congregational Church of River Edge welcomes visitors and members.  
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

   Invites the congregation to stand, as able.  Bold Text is spoken in unison by the congregation. 
 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS are urged to arrive by 9:55 am, and the ZOOM SITE will open to worshipers at 9:50 am, to give you 

opportunity to prepare for 10 am worship. 
 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS are to wait to be seated and dismissed by ushers.  Masks must be worn whenever in the building.  

Singing is allowed only for the designated soloist/song-leader. 
 ZOOM WORSHIPERS:   To link by computer or smart phone, click on the link in the email invitation or at fccriveredge.org.  By 

phone, call: 1-646-558-8656.  When prompted, enter meeting ID: 892501398.  All Zoom worshipers will be muted throughout the 
service, until a brief Zoom fellowship time, following the postlude.   

 

THE APPROACH TO GOD 
PRELUDE                                    Three Chorales for Lent                         J.S. Bach 
 
WELCOME 
                                             
CALL TO WORSHIP     

The heavens are telling the glory of God.  The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. 
We celebrate the steadfast love of god, our Creator. 
Surely God is faithful to all who live in covenant. 
From the sun’s rising to its setting, the creation speaks. 
Day and night, earth’s creatures announce God’s works. 
The commandments of God are clear, enlightening the eyes. 
God’s law is perfect, calling forth our best. 
God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom.  God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
The ordinances of God are true and righteous. 
In following them, we gain wisdom and strength. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  212 O Jesus Christ, May Grateful Hymns   CHARTERHOUSE 
                                                                                                                                                                      Text: Bradford Gray Webster 
O Jesus Christ, may grateful hymns be rising, in every city for your love and care; 
Inspire our worship, grant the glad surprising that your blessed Spirit rouses everywhere. 
 
Grant us new courage, never proud, but humble, strong in your strength to venture and to date; 
To lift the fallen, guide the ones who stumble, seek out the lonely and God’s mercy share. 
 
Show us your Spirit, brooding o’er each city, as you once wept above Jerusalem,  
Seeking to gather all in love and pity, and healing those who touch your garment’s hem. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, RIVER EDGE, NEW JERSEY 
      SUNDAY, MARCH 7, 2021 – 10:00 AM 
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We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship this morning.  If you are at 
home, have a bread or similar item…and grape juice, wine or similar fruit 

juice with you as we partake of the elements.  In the sanctuary, the elements 
are in a single container at your seat.     
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
We have come to your temple, loving God, because this is your place, not ours.   
We confess that we sometimes forget whose house this is. 
We forget that all the world belongs to you.   
Our actions deny your love, which is at the heart of your perfect law.   
Our minds have justified the bending of your law to suit trends and feelings.   
We cry out for forgiveness and the opportunity for a fresh start.   
Clear us of hidden faults; redeem us from those we recognize and confess.  Amen. 

   Silence for personal confession. 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  Take, O Take Me As I Am 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                        
 
   PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

Worshipers offer a sign of peace to one another. 
 

   We’ll / Get through this / Together. 
 

SOLO     The King of Love My Shepherd Is                                Harry Rowe Shelley 
  

THE WORD OF GOD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON   John 2:13-22   

The word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON                                     God Is No Fool   The Rev. Dennis L. TeBeest 
         

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
 

SHARING OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS AND OUR OFFERINGS 
Please continue giving and fulfilling pledges to FCC; our church budget has lost many of the sources of funding. 
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 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS:  Drop offerings in the Narthex basket, as you depart at the conclusion of worship. 
 Mail your checks to the church, 109 Continental Ave., River Edge, NJ 07661.  
 click on “Donate” on the fccriveredge.org homepage to contribute by credit card or PayPal account.   
We are deeply grateful to those who have stepped forward to support our church in these challenging months.   
We need and appreciate every donation. Please consider joining our group of ‘prime movers,’ and giving the 
church an extra boost during this time of unusual challenges.  We need our church more than ever just now. 

     OFFERTORY     Here, O My Lord                                                     Russell Shulz                                                                                                                             
 DOXOLOGY                                                                     

       PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
We bring our offerings, O God, not to buy your favor, but to express our gratitude and 
to further your mission.  May this community of faith be a center of values that are 
consistent with your will.  May we be willing to sacrifice for love’s sake, and eager to 
embrace your word in our everyday living.  Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
  THE INVITATION 
  THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 God be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to God. 
 Let us give thanks to God Most High.  
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

(Communion Prayer) 
SANCTUS                                                                                               LAND OF REST 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 (The prayer continues.) 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE COMMUNION 
All Christians who wish to know the presence of Christ and to share in the community of God’s people 

are invited to receive the sacrament of communion. Baptized children are welcome at the Lord’s Supper, 
at the discretion of their parent/guardian. 

At-home worshipers:   
Have bread, or a similar food item, available, as well as grape juice, wine…or a similar fruit juice. 

Partake of the elements available to you, or raise your empty hands toward your mouth  
in a “Communion of Empty Hands,” as if you were receiving the bread and the cup. 

In-Person worshipers: 
Both elements are in a single container at your seat.  For the wafer, open the top, cellophane seal; for the juice, open the 

secondary, foil seal.  Gluten-free options are available by signaling an usher.    
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HYMN  OF THANKSGIVING  202 O God, How We Have Wandered                PASSION CHORALE 

O God, how we have wandered and hidden from your face;                                              Text:  Kevin Nichols 
In foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace. 
But how, in exile dwelling, we turn with fear and shame, 
As distant but compelling, you call us each by name. 
 

And now at length discerning the evil that we do, 
By faith we are returning with hope and trust in you. 
In haste you come to meet us, and home rejoicing bring, 
In gladness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring. 
 

O God of all the living, both banished and restored, 
Compassionate, forgiving, our peace and hope assured. 
Grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease. 
Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon, and in peace. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                                                 Whate’er My God Ordains Is Right                                            J.S. Bach                                  
  

IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS remain seated until the postlude is ended. 
At the conclusion of the service there will be a brief fellowship time for ZOOM WORSHIPERS. 

 
Assisting God’s people in worship this morning are the Rev. Dennis TeBeest, worship leader; Richard Metz, lay reader;  

Joy Jacobs, soloist; Gene Hammerle and Fred Miller, technicians; The Chancel Choir; Gloria Norton, Minister of Music;  
Russell Van Wetering, greeter; Janet Arena, Frank Meeks, Alice Rushforth, ushers. 

 

 
The sympathy of our congregation is extended to Janet and Barry Arena at the death of  

Janet’s father, Frank Granger, on Saturday, February 20, 2021. 
 

Church School Happenings… Our church school program is up and running! 
The PreK-5th grade class is meeting in person each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. using our new One Room Sunday 
School curriculum. The Pre-Confirmation class meets in a combination of in-person classes and Zoom worship 
attendance along with community service hours. They are studying the New Testament this year. 
 

Lent to Us, 2021 
Tuesdays (2/23-3/30), 6:00-6:20 pm:  VESPERS PRAYER & COMMUNION --  A simple and quiet Zoom 

service of scripture, Lord’s Supper and guided prayer.  Join in at our Sunday worship link; make space for God! 

 
Tuesdays, 4:00 – 5:00 pm:  BIBLE STUDY - From Widows to Warriors.  We take a deeper and broader look at 

forty women of the Old Testament.  Guided by Lynn Japinga’s book, we encounter a wealth of foremothers in 
the faith in all their messy, yet redeemable, humanity.    A sign-up sheet and books are available by calling the 

church office.  Join us IN-PERSON in Pilgrim Hall, or by Zoom. 
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Women of the Bible have long been 

depicted in one dimensional terms.  

There are saints, such as Mary, and 

there are “bad girls,” such as Eve and 

Jezebel.  Just as often, the female 

characters of the Bible are simply 

ignored.  However, the women of the 

Bible are complex, multidimensional 

individuals whose lives are inspiring, 

funny, and tragic in ways too many 

of us never hear.

Life of Our Church This Week
Sunday, March 7, 2021                                                          

9:55 am Worship Service/Rev. Dennis TeBeest 
10:00 am Church School-Pilgrim Hall 
10:00 am Pre Confirmation Class 

Tuesday, March 9, 2021 
10:00 am Funds Advisory 
4:00 pm Bible Study in Pilgrim Hall & by Zoom 
6:00 pm Vespers and Communion by Zoom 
7:30 pm Shawl Ministry 

Thursday, March 11, 2021 
10:00 am Staff Meeting 
1:00 pm Shawl Ministry 
7:30 pm Pilgrim Ringers  

Sunday, March 14, 2021                                                  
9:55 am Worship Service /Rev. Dennis TeBeest 

10:00 am Church School-Pilgrim Hall 
10:00 am Pre Confirmation Class 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF RIVER EDGE 
Prayer Concerns – March 7, 2021 

Prayers for Those with Health Needs 
Barbara Christiansen, Jean Babington, Joan Hammerle, Dona Berg, Bob Wieboldt, Judi-Lee Schmitt, Joe 
Corona, Alec Cameron, Jr., Adamarie Kendall,  Arlene Rudd, Chet Price, Victor Babington Sr., Kathy Caughlan, 
Richard Smith, Chris Egner, Diane Pra, Doris Price, June Seilheimer, Joan Sullivan, Judy Macht, Rev. Muriel 
(Mimi) Hachfeld, Edwina Arena, Barbara Carr, Peter Armstrong, Nelly Novarro. 

Those Homebound, in Assisted Living Residences or Nursing Homes 
Hilma Albrecht, Barbara Schmidli, Phyllis Malley, William Spencer, Mildred Alderdice, Joan Sullivan.                                          

Serving in the Military 
Michael Shuler, Michael Riabov and Bob Bailey 

CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 
109 Continental Avenue, River Edge, NJ  07661 / (201) 261-1712 / office@fccriveredge.org Website – fww.fccriveredge.org          

 

For our 3rd session, 
March 9, please read 
these stories, along with 
their scriptures, in 
chapter 3: 

 Rahab  
(pp. 56-60; Joshua 2; 6) 

 Deborah  
(pp. 63-66; Judges 4-5) 

 Hannah  

(pp. 92-96; 1 Samuel 1-2) 

 


