SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
RIVER EDGE
 Invites the congregation
to , NEW JERSEY
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 – 10:00 AM

We are happy you are here this morning!
_____
The First Congregational
Church of River Edge
welcomes visitors and members to the warmth of our community.
All are invited to join in fellowship and conversation
for lemonade on the lawn following worship.
 Invites the congregation to stand, as able.
Bold Text is spoken in unison by the congregation.

We seek to be a dynamic community of faith
committed to spiritual growth, following
Christ’s example and God’s Word . . .
with diverse worship, education, mission and
compassionate care for all.

 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS are to wait to be seated and dismissed by ushers. Masks are to be worn
whenever in the building. Singing is allowed only for the designated soloist/song-leader.
 ZOOM WORSHIPERS: On computer or smart phone, click on the link in the email invitation or at
fccriveredge.org. By phone, call: 1-646-558-8656. When prompted, enter meeting ID: 892501398

PRELUDE

THE APPROACH TO GOD
Adagio

WELCOME (10:00 AM)
CALL TO WORSHIP
Come away from dullness and complacency.
Wake up! God is calling us to listen and learn.
The heavens are telling the glory of God.
The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.
How long will we refuse the wisdom God offers?
How long will we ignore God’s counsel and reproof?
The law of God is perfect, reviving the soul.
The decrees of God are sure, making wise the simple.
Our waywardness separates us from God.
The, when we call on God, we hear no answer.
We gather to renew our relationship with God.
We seek enlightenment and the revival of our souls.

J.S. Bach-Cortot

 OPENING HYMN 43
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, on earth be found,
Fix in us a humble dwelling, all your faithful mercies crown;
Jesus, you are all compassion; pure, unbounded love impart.
Visit us with your salvation, enter every trembling heart.

BEECHER

Breathe, O breathe your loving Spirit into every troubled breast;
Let us all in you inherit, let us find your promised rest;
Take away our love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.
Come, almighty to deliver, let us all your life receive;
Suddenly return, and never, never more your temples leave.
You we would be always blessing, love you as your angels love,
Pray and praise for your unfailing, wounded arms outstretched above.
Finish, then, your new creation; pure and spotless may we prove;
Let us see your great salvation perfectly restored in you;
Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
Crowned as saints, we ever shall be lost in wonder, love and praise.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
People of God, the scriptures remind us that we are accountable to our Creator.
Instead, in our times of panic, we put God on trial, wondering why we cannot find the
help we seek. Shutting our eyes and ears to God becomes a habit we cannot break in
times of desperation. That is why, together, we come to God, asking to be cleared of
secret faults and to detect the error of our ways in time to turn around, letting God’s
Word reach our hearts.
Silence for confession

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

O Lord, Have Mercy on Us

Jane Southwick Cool

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
Friends, hear the Good News. Through Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Amen.


PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people offer a sign of peace to one another.

SOLO

Tender Mercies

Travis Boyd

THE WORD OF GOD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE EPISTLE
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Psalm 46:1-11

(Pg. 517)

James 1:17-27

(NT pg.229)

What Do You Fear?

Rev. Hansel Asmar

THE RESPONSE TO GOD
SHARING OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS, AND OUR OFFERINGS
FCC members and friends are invited to give offerings and fulfill pledges to FCC in these ways:
 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS: Place offerings in the Narthex basket, as you depart after the postlude.
 Mail your checks to the church, 109 Continental Ave., River Edge, NJ 07661.
 click on the “Donate” button at fccriveredge.org to contribute by credit card or PayPal account.

Offertory

Sing an Alleluia to the Lord

Douglas E. Wagner

 Doxology
 PRAYER OF DEDICATION
We offer the treasures of this world as a way of recalling all of us to a right relationship
with you, O God, the source of all wisdom and truth. Your design for life is more to be
desired than the finest gold. To learn from you and to serve you is our highest joy.
May our offerings and our daily lives communicate this message. Amen.

CALL TO PRAYER

O Lord, Hear My Prayer

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
 HYMN 173

You Have Come down to the Lakeshore

Taizé

(using “debts…Debtors”)
PESCADOR DE HOMBRES

You have come down to the lakeshore seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy,
But only asking for me to follow.
O Jesus, you have looked into my eyes;
Kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name.
On the sand I have abandoned my small boat;
Now with you I will seek other seas.
You know full well my possessions. Neither treasure nor weapons for conquest,
Just these my fishnets and will for working.
O Jesus, you have looked into my eyes;
Kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name.
On the sand I have abandoned my small boat;
Now with you I will see other seas.
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Prelude in C Minor

J.S. Bach

In-person worshipers remain seated until the postlude is ended.
At the conclusion of the service there will be a brief fellowship time for Zoom worshipers.
Assisting God’s people in worship this morning are Rev. Hansel Asmar, guest preacher; Richard Metz,
lay reader; Gene Hammerle& Vic Babington technicians; Slavina Zhelezova, guest organist; Nadia
Orendain, soloists; Russell Van Wetering, greeter; Bill Hamilton, Diane Lento, Don Huggett, ushers;
Russell Van Wetering, lemonade on the lawn.

Altar flowers this morning are in memory of our beloved daughter,

Jennifer Fialko

Hansel F. Asmar was born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, son of Dr. Federico
Asmar and Mirtha Serret. Rev. Asmar arrived in this country at the age of 2 and eventually
settled in Northern Hudson County. Rev. Asmar was a dedicated student and decorated athlete
during his high school years. He attended Rutgers University and was on their football team
until he suffered an untimely shoulder injury. After college, he went into education but found
one of his passions in public health. After working in the field for many years, he attained
three Master's Degrees; his Health Officer's License, Certified Public Managers credentials,
and an ordained minister. Rev. Asmar is pursuing his Doctorate in Ministry (December 2021
completion date). He is a public health professional with 23 years of experience in the field.
His other passion is ministry. Rev. Asmar has also worked as a Corporate Chaplain, Hospice
Chaplain, and volunteers his time as a Hospital Chaplain at New Bridge Medical Center. Rev.
Asmar serves as Associate Pastor at the Reformed Church of Oradell. He is married to
Wanda, and they have three beautiful children Hansel, Jr., Noah, and Caleb.

WELCOME! If you are a guest or visitor with us this morning, you are invited to sign our
guest book in the Narthex, or fill out one of the visitor cards found in your pew. Cards can be
placed in the Narthex basket, as you depart after the postlude.
SANCTUARY SERVICES ARE RECORDED – All services and programs held in the
church sanctuary are recorded and available on compact disc. Copies may be obtained by
completing a CD Request Form available in the Narthex or by contacting the church office.
SAVE THE DATE

WELCOME SUNDAY – Church School will begin on Sunday, September 26.

Dennis and Betty’s FCC River Edge Journal
Members and friends have been writing their remembrances, wedding wishes and farewell
messages to our newlyweds since their party on July 11. If you have not taken a moment to
add to this journal, then please find it in the church office Mon-Fri and, on the round table in
The Commons on Sunday. You can also email your message to the church office at
office@fccriveredge.org. If you have any photos you would like included, please share.
The Life of Our Church This Week
Sunday, September 12, 2021
10:00 am
Worship Service/Rev.
Hansel Asmar
Monday, September 13, 2021
Church Office Closed
12:00 pm
Al Anon – Pilgrim Hall
4:00 pm
All The World’s A Stage
7:00 pm
Step by Step – NA
Tuesday, September 14, 2021
10:00 am
Funds Advisory
Thursday, September 16, 2021
7:00 pm
Education Team
Friday, September 17, 2021
6:45 pm
Boy Scout Troop 184
Saturday, September 18, 2021
8:30 am
KWIS Fall Festival
7:00 pm
AA
Sunday, September 19, 2021
10:00 am
Worship Service/Rev.
Sherry Taylor

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN
(Weather permitted)
Hosts are needed!
Any member or friend who would like to
be a host is encouraged to do so either as
an individual host, as a family or with
another person. Sign-up sheets will be
available on the table in The Commons or
please contact Russell Van Wetering
directly at aprilsky@optonline.net, or 201261-1795.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF RIVER EDGE
Prayer Concerns – September 12, 2021
Prayers for Those with Health Needs
Judi Schmitt, Dona Berg, Joe Corona, Alec Cameron, Jr., Adamarie Kendall, Arlene
Rudd, Richard Smith, , June Seilheimer, Judy Macht, Rev. Muriel (Mimi) Hachfeld,
Edwina Arena, Barbara Carr, Peter Armstrong, Nelly Novarro, Bob DiBenedetto,
Anthony Mirabile, Claire Dewhurst, Carol, and Sue.
Those Homebound, in Assisted Living Residences or in Nursing Homes
Jean & Victor Babington Sr., Doris & Chet Price, Chris Egner, Hilma Albrecht, Phyllis
Malley, William Spencer, Mildred Alderdice, Joan Sullivan.
Serving in the Military
Michael Shuler, Bob Bailey

CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION
109 Continental Avenue, River Edge, NJ 07661 / (201) 261-1712 /
office@fccriveredge.org

Website – www.fccriveredge.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday, Office is closed. Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 4:30 pm.

Nicole Babington
Minister for Faith Formation

nbabington@fccriveredge.org
201-956-3435

Anne Cooper
Administrative Assistant

office@fccriveredge.org
201-261-1712

Jeff Bernard
Financial Secretary

financeoffice@fccriveredge.org
201-538-3563

