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We are happy to gather in worship this morning!  Whether you are joining worship in-person, or by Zoom 
broadcast, the First Congregational Church of River Edge welcomes visitors and members to our Advent expectation.  

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
   Invites the congregation to stand, as able.  Bold Text is spoken in unison by the congregation. 

 

 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS are urged to arrive by 9:55 am,  and the ZOOM SITE will open to worshipers at 9:50 am, to 
give you opportunity to prepare for 10 am worship. 

 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS are to wait to be seated and dismissed by ushers.  Masks must be worn whenever in the 
building.  Singing is allowed only for the designated soloist/song-leader. 

 ZOOM WORSHIPERS:   To link by computer or smart phone, click on the link in the email invitation or at 
fccriveredge.org.  By phone, call: 1-646-558-8656.  When prompted, enter meeting ID: 892501398.  All Zoom 
worshipers will be muted throughout the service, until a brief Zoom fellowship time, following the postlude.   

 
 

Prayer requests can be texted to Pastor Dennis at 201.390.5548  throughout Sunday morning, preferably prior to 
worship.  Where possible, they will be incorporated into the Prayers of the People. 

 

THE APPROACH TO GOD 
PRELUDE           Sleepers Wake, A Voice Is Calling                          J. S. Bach 
 
WELCOME (10:00 AM) 
CALL TO WORSHIP            Worship Team 

Such amazing things happen in the sky to herald the return of the Son of Man: 
. . . Jesus, coming in the clouds 
. . . the sun grows dark 
. . . the moon doesn't shine 
. . . and stars fall from the heavens. 

So different from that first coming more than 2000 years ago: 
. . . with angels singing of God's glory and peace on earth 
. . . with the single star guiding the way to the manger 
. . . with shepherds and magi—rich and poor—coming to worship.  

And so we watch, and wait, and stay alert,  
waiting again for the coming of Jesus. 
And we light a single candle in preparation for that glorious day.  

(The first candle on the Advent wreath is lit.)  
 

And even if the sun should grow dark, 
even if the moon refuses to shine, 
even if the stars should fall from the sky, 
we will have Jesus, the Light of the World,  
to shine brightly in our hearts, lighting our way.  

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
RIVER EDGE, NEW JERSEY  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2020 – 10:00 AM 
 

 
_____ 

 
 

 
  
 
 

 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship this morning.  If you are at home, have 
a bread or similar item…and grape juice, wine or similar fruit juice with you as we 
partake of the elements.  In the sanctuary, the elements are in a single container at 

your seat.  Instructions will be given on how to open them.   
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 Prepare the Way of the Lord Jacques Berthier 
 

  Soloist:    
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sentences 

I give thanks to my God always for you  
because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus,  
For in every way we have been enriched in him,  
in speech and knowledge of every kind 
so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift  
as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
He will also strengthen us to the end,  
so that we may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.   1 Corinthians 1:4-8 
 

HYMN  116 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Child of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
O come, O Day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by your advent here; 
Love stir with-in the womb of night, and death’s own shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
O come, Desire of Nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 
Make envy, strife, and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Our indifference toward your coming, 
we confess to you, Lord. 
Our desire to control time and seasons, 
we confess to you, Lord. 
Our failure to be alert to signs of your presence in our midst, 
we confess to you, Lord. 
 Our lack of concern for those who come after us, 
 we confess to you, Lord. 
 Our injustices toward people you came to save, 
 we confess to you, Lord. 

A moment of silent confession 
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CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Lord, Have Mercy     Russian 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
                                                                    
   PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

Worshipers offer a sign of peace to one another. 
 

   We’ll / Get through this / Together. 
 

SONG                                                                   Canticle of the Turning        Irish tune, text paraphrase of the Magnificat                                                                                                                                                                                                           
by Rory Cooney 

 THE WORD OF GOD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON   Mark 13:24-37   
 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON  Hope Wins Out           The Rev. Dennis TeBeest 

     

SHARING OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS AND OUR OFFERINGS 
FCC members and friends are urged to continue giving and fulfilling pledges to FCC during this time,  
when we have lost many of the sources of funding for our church budget: 
 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS:  Place offerings in the Narthex basket, as you depart after the postlude. 
 Mail your checks to the church, 109 Continental Ave., River Edge, NJ 07661.  
 click on the “Donate” button at fccriveredge.org to contribute by credit card or PayPal account.   
We are deeply grateful to those who have stepped forward to support our church in these challenging months.   
We need and appreciate every donation. Please consider joining our group of ‘prime movers,’ and giving the 
church an extra boost during this time of unusual challenges.  We need our church more than ever just now. 

       

OFFERTORY  ANTHEM   He Comes to Us As One Unknown                     arr. John Ferguson 
 He comes to us as one unknown, a breath unseen, unheard; 
as though within a heart of stone, or shriveled seed in darkness sown, 
            a pulse of being stirred. 
 

He comes when souls in silence lie and thoughts of day depart; 
half-seen upon the inward eye, a falling star across the sky 
            of night within the heart. 
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He comes to us in sound of seas, the ocean's fume and foam; 
yet small and still upon the breeze, a wind that stirs the tops of trees, 
            a voice to call us home. 
 

He comes in love as once he came by flesh and blood and birth; 
to bear within our mortal frame a life, a death, a saving name, 
            for every child of earth. 
 

He comes in truth when faith is grown; believed, obeyed, adored: 
the Christ in all the Scriptures shown, as yet unseen, but not unknown, 
            our Savior and our Lord.                                                                text by Timothy Dudley-Smith 

   DOXOLOGY                                                                            
   PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

We set our hope in you, God of all ages.  Help us daily to live according to your will, 
preparing ourselves for the opportunities and challenges you give us.  May your rule shape 
our lives in ways that introduce many to the joys of eternity in the midst of time.  Amen.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
  THE INVITATION 
  THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 God be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to God. 
 Let us give thanks to God Most High.  
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

(Communion Prayer) 
SANCTUS   PICARDY 

Holy, holy, Lord most holy, God of power and God of might; 
Heaven and earth reveal your glory, hail, hosanna, Lord of light! 
Blessed be the coming savior, hail, hosanna, Lord of light.  

 (The prayer continues, including intercessions.) 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE COMMUNION 
All Christians who wish to know the presence of Christ and to share in the community of God’s people are invited to receive the 

sacrament of communion. Baptized children are welcome at the Lord’s Supper,  at the discretion of their parent/guardian. 
At-home worshipers:   

Have bread, or a similar food item, available, as well as grape juice, wine…or a similar fruit juice. 
Partake of the elements available to you, or raise your empty hands toward your mouth  

in a “Communion of Empty Hands,” as if you were receiving the bread and the cup. 
In-Person worshipers: 

Both elements are in a single container at your seat.  For the wafer, open the top, cellophane seal; for the juice, open 
the secondary, foil seal.  Gluten-free options are available by signaling an usher.    

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
 

HYMN  117 Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates            TRURO 

Lift up your heads, O mighty gates; behold the glorious Ruler waits!            Text by Georg Weissel 
The Sovereign One is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 
 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart. 
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
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BENEDICTION          
      

POSTLUDE                                                                      In Dulci Jubilo BWV 751                                            J. S. Bach                                                                                        
IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS remain seated until the postlude is ended. 

At the conclusion of the service there will be a brief fellowship time for ZOOM WORSHIPERS. 
 

Assisting God’s people in worship this morning are Pastor Dennis TeBeest, worship leader; Laura Ferrentino, lay reader; 
Gene Hammerle, technician; Anabelle and Vic Babington, singers; the Chancel Choir;  and Gloria Norton, Minister of Music. 

GREETER – Russell Van Wetering 
USHERS/COMMUNION – Janet Arena, Wayne Placek, Frank Meeks, Alice Rushforth 

 
Prepare the Way of the Lord, words and music by Jacques Berthier, copyright 1984 Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc. OneLicense A-700435.  
Lord, Have Mercy, Russian Orthodox chant, copyright OCP, OneLicense A-700435. 

 
 

Church School Happenings… Our church school program is up and running! 
      The PreK-5th grade class is meeting in person each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. using our new One Room Sunday 

School curriculum.  
 

The Pre-Confirmation class meets in a combination of in-person classes and Zoom worship attendance along with 
community service hours. They are studying the New Testament this year. 

The Confirmation class has started where it left off and will continue in person classes once per month until 
January. The Confirmands are re-engaging with their mentors to complete their statements of faith. Confirmation 
Sunday is planned for 2/7/21.  Contact Nicole with any questions at nbabington@fccriveredge.org 

 

All Wrapped Up: Gifts due December 6th 
Thank you, everyone who 'adopted' a struggling neighbor.  
If you did not have a chance to 'adopt' we would be grateful if you could donate gift cards from 
ShopRite, Target, or Walmart. The families we are helping include a grandmother raising 3 
grandchildren after the sudden death of their father.  Any help you could give them in for form of gift 
cards would be appreciated. 
 

Homeless Dinner – On November 18th, we provided food for 157 people who otherwise would 

not have had any dinner that day. Thank you so much - to our heroic cooks, those of you who 
generously donated food items and those who donated funds to defray costs.  We are totally (even 
overly) covered! 
To see the pictures of the event, go to the church Facebook page, or our church 
website. https://fccriveredge.org/missionandoutreach/familypromise.html 
Thank you for helping those struggling with hunger in these difficult days.    FCC rocks! 
 

Life of Our Church this Week 
Sunday, November 29, 2020                                                            

10:00 am Worship Service 
10:00 am Church School & 

Pre Confirmation Class 
11:00 am Decorating the Sanctuary 

 

Monday, November 30, 2020                                                             
4:00 pm Worship Team 
7:00 pm Education Team 

 

Tuesday, December 1, 2020 
    5:00 pm Advent Zoom Evening Prayers & 

Communion (same link as Sunday worship) 
 
Thursday, December 3, 2020 

10:00 am Staff Meeting 
    7:00 pm Virtual Bingo 
    7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF RIVER EDGE 
Prayer Concerns – November 29, 2020 

 
Prayers for Those with Health Needs 

Adria Brown, Judi-Lee Schmitt, Joe Corona, Laurie Keehn, Alec Cameron, Jr., Claudia Drummond, 
Willie Jones, Arlene Rudd, Chet Price, Kurt Shuler, Joanne Hernandez, Hilma Albrecht, Bob 
Drummond, Adamarie Kendall, Victor Babington Sr., Richard Smith, Chris Egner, Diane Pra, Doris 
Price, Karnig Thomasian, June Seilheimer, Barbara Christiansen, Joan Sullivan, William Brewer, Rev. 
Muriel (Mimi) Hachfeld, Edwina Arena, Barbara Carr, Karen Coffey, Peter Armstrong, Nelly Novarro. 
 

Those Homebound, in Assisted Living Residences or Nursing Homes 
Barbara Schmidli, Phyllis Malley, William Spencer, Mildred Alderdice, Joan Sullivan.      
 

Serving in the Military 
Michael Shuler, Michael Riabov and Bob Bailey 

 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 
109 Continental Avenue, River Edge, NJ  07661 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Office:  (201) 261-1712 / office@fccriveredge.org  Website – www.fccriveredge.org 

 

ALTHOUGH THE CHURCH BUILDING HAS LIMITED ACCESS, FCC IS ACTIVELY ENGAGED 

IN MINISTRY!  IF YOU WISH TO ENTER THE BUILDING, YOU MUST WEAR A 

MASK…AND ARE ENCOURAGED TO CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE, TO INFORM OF YOUR 

INTENTION. The Church Staff is working remotely, as well as in the office. Staff may 

be reached by phone and email as listed below. 
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